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The hurricane season is 
generally from June 1 to November 
30 each year and this year is shaping 
up to be a doozy. So far, the 2017 
hurricane season has seen 11 named 
storms, six hurricanes and three ma-
jor hurricanes — including Harvey, 
Irma and Jose. Storm experts predict 
that the hurricane season is far from 
over and Mother Nature may have 
a few more surprises up her sleeve. 
Whether it’s a tropical storm (39-73 
mph winds), an F1 tornado (winds 
73-112 mph), or an official hurricane 
(winds at 74 mph or more), severe 
weather can be dangerous for every-
one, especially towing operators. To 
stay safe before, during and after the 
storm, consider the following safety 
tips. 

Expect High Winds
Before the hurricane even hits 

and the rain starts, there’s likely 
going to be lots of strong winds in 
the area. Strong wind is dangerous 
for all truck drivers including towing 
operators because it can pull/push 
and sometimes even flip a trac-
tor-trailer. Tow trucks pulling RVs or 
large trucks are most at risk when it 
comes to high winds. Headwinds or 
tailwinds aren’t your problem, but be 
wary of crosswinds. Crosswinds can 
blow you into other lanes or even off 
the road — stay alert.

Watch the Weather
In our modern age of smartphones 

and tablets, it’s easier to be aware of 
local weather conditions. If there’s a 
state of emergency in your area, your 
dispatch may want you to consider 
taking different routes or delaying 
tows until the storm blows through. 
If that’s not an option, you are urged 
to stay up-to-date on road conditions 
during hurricane season. The U.S. 
Department of Transportation keeps 
track of road conditions and closings, 
so check it out to make sure you’re 
heading toward safe ground.

Be Patient
Be prepared for schedule delays 

and changes. Flexibility and patience 
is the key when your municipality is 
being impacted by severe weather. 
Since the weather is so unpredict-
able, there’s no saying just how long 
an area will continue to be impacted 
by the storm. Be flexible in this situa-
tion and be prepared for anything.

Avoid Driving through
High Water

This one may seem obvious, but 
avoid driving through flood-prone ar-
eas, especially along creeks and other 
low-lying areas.  Don’t assume that 
piles of debris that you see are just 
branches and sticks. Hurricane winds 
blow things around, so keep an eye on 
the road for any hazards ahead. If you 
can’t see the road or you’re unsure, 
don’t just plow through it and hope 
for the best. It’s better to stop than 
to run over something or someone 

you can’t see trapped by the storm. 
Besides hidden dangers, standing wa-
ter can also affect your brakes, dilute 
fluids and damage your engine.   

Other Storm Safety Reminders 
• Watch out for wires knocked 

down during the storm. Treat every 
wire as if it’s “live” and energized. 
Report problems to the proper au-
thorities and keep your distance.

• When driving during and after 
a storm, be prepared to slow or stop 
quickly and without warning. Civil-
ians will have their cars stuffed to the 
roof with all their earthly possessions 
and will probably be a little crazy as 
they flee the storm. Be careful and be 
patient.

• Drive at a speed that enables 
you to stop quickly and safely within 
the distance illuminated by the 
vehicle’s headlights. Lengthen your 
following distance as needed.

• Never drive around barricades. 
Remember, the road has been closed 
for your safety.

• Be alert for debris in the road-
way. Emergency vehicles are often 
crippled after storms. Loose metal, 
boards with nails, or even tree limbs, 
can quickly flatten a tire. Pay atten-
tion where you drive.

• If you need to communicate 
with your family or dispatch, use 
texting as much as possible versus 
phone calls — when not operating 
your vehicle. Text messages use less 
bandwidth and are more likely to 
get through an overloaded cellular 
system.

Wrap Up
The risks are obvious with hurri-

canes and tropical storms, including 
devastating winds and unforgiving 
flood waters. Keep in mind that no 
tow is worth your life or the life of 
other people on the road. If it gets too 
crazy, get off the road and wait it out.

Riding the Storm Out
Instructor Notes: Most towing operators are faced with some type of storm 
danger regardless of where they live. Whether it’s tropical storms, thunder-
storms, tornadoes or hurricanes, the results can be dangerous and all too often 
deadly. Use this opportunity to discuss storm safety with your crew. Awareness 
is the first step in staying safe during extreme weather conditions.
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This article is a part of TowSafe, a safety program designed for towing operators. For more information 
contact April at 407-706-6796.


